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School for seven years, and her dedication to teaching

resulted in her recent Teacher of the Year nomination,
for which Wilson said she is honored to be recognized.
Wilson also acknowledged her coworkers and said that it
is a team effort.

“There’s five third grade teachers ... and we work
together pretty well, we take turns planning different
things,” Wilson said. “If there’s something my kids are
struggling with, I might go to another teacher and say,
‘What can I do?’ or “What have you done before?’ or
if I’m out one day because my own children are sick,
they’ll come over and pull my stuff to get my kids ready
so it really is a team effort. You can’t do this job without
having people helping you out, it’s too much and you
really couldn’t.”

Though Wilson uses traditional forms of teaching,
she said some of her methods may be unorthodox and a
change from when she was in school.

“We do a lot of group work too so we might have a
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whole group lesson for math, for example, and then do COLLEAGUES TO NOMINATE HER AS TEACHER OF THE YEAR.
something with partners and then break up into groups,”

Wilson said, “and during that time, I’ll walk around and -
check in with my different groups so that’s a little bit = | - :
different from even when we were in school, it was very i =
much ‘This is the information, here’s a sheet to do it.””
Wilson also uses a self-rating system of her lessons:
she gives them a question at the end to see if they grasped

what they were taught, and when students turn their

answers in, she can discern whether they understood the

lesson. Wilson said doing this is good for her students as

it allows them to reflect on their own learning and to see

whether they need help or not. She also talked about how e

she keeps her students engaged. J ¥ .
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