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Will It Work?

RECENTLY DECEASED
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Living Safe

By Pete Hypes

Get a new 
lease on 
renters 
insurance.

0901142.1

Did you know your landlord’s 
insurance only covers the 
building? Protect your stuff. 
There’s no reason to take a 
chance. Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm is there.®
CALL ME TODAY.

Just pennies a day.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, 
State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

Claybrook Insurance Agcy Inc
Ted Claybrook, Agent

4910 W Hundred Road
Chester, VA  23831
Bus: 804-748-6666

Let me help you with your 
business and/or individual tax 

and accounting needs.  
I have been assisting local 

businesses and individuals for over 20 
years. Contact me today to schedule 

your appointment.

Scott D. Hevener, CPA, PLC
4600 Ecoff Ave. Suite 102

Chester, VA 23831
804-454-0563(Offi ce)
804-454-0579 (Fax)

scott@hevenercpa.com
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Peyman Nazmi, M.D.Softball Players for 

Chesterfi eld Senior 
Softball Association
Men’s League - Ages 50 & Up

Co-Ed League - Women 40 & Up 
Men 50 & Up

for Information
www.chesterfi eldseniorssoftball.com

or call Randy 
804-218-9148

WANTED

BARLOW, Mr. Tommy W., 59, of Chester, husband of Theresa Barlow.
BURCH, Mrs. Mary Lois Oakley, 76, of Chesterfi eld, widow of Donald E. Burch.
DAWSON, Mrs. Sally M., 61, of North Chesterfi eld, widow of James P. Dawson Sr.
GILL, Mr. Charles A., 86, of North Chesterfi eld, husband of Mary Ann Horner Gill.
HARGROVE, Mrs. Henrietta S., 93, of Chesterfi eld, widow of Charlie Hargrove.
HOVANEC, Mr. George P. “Pollock,” 83, of Chesterfi eld, a Korean War Army veteran, 
husband of Annette Hovanec.
GUESS, Mrs. Ann C., 86, of Chesterfi eld, widow of Alvin L. Guess Sr.
LEE, Mr. Jessie B., 84, of Chester, widower of Iva Winnie Lee.
SPRUILL, Mr. Elbert Jay, 69, of Chester, an Army veteran,, husband of Patricia Spruill.
SPURLOCK, Miss Olivia Elease, 20, of Chesterfi eld.
TATE, Mr. Robert E. Jr., of Chester, widower of Mary Tate.
WALTON, Mrs. Shirley M., 84, of North Chesterfi eld..
WILLARD, Mr. James Kent, 59, of Chesterfi eld, husband of Diane Hardison Willard.
WINGFIELD, Mr. Edward M. Jr., 65, of Chesterfi eld, a Vietnam War veteran, husband 
of Shirley Wingfi eld.

As we watch the sidewalk repair 
and pedestrian crossing lights 
being put up in Chester, my 

question is, will it work? For the sake 
of pedestrians, safety improvements 
had to occur. The problem is that I 
believe that we are creating a perfect 
storm of sorts, where more people 
have the potential of being hurt. My 
information will not come because of 
research or a complete understand-
ing of the end goal; it will come from 
what I have watched evolve in Ches-
ter over my lifetime. 

Many of you know that my wife 
was a school crossing guard, for many 
years, at Chester Middle School and 
Curtis Elementary. In fact, she was 
one of the first or the first crossing 
guard at Curtis after the road was 
widened to five lanes. There were 
some who refused to put the school 
crossing lights back up, after the road 
had been widened. It took citizen 
inquiries, before that was rectified. 
There were many, who by word and 
action, would rather run over some-
one than heed the directions of a 
crossing guard. I know that the speed 
limit, coming into Chester from the 
east, was reduced from 45 mph to 35 
mph. A traffic study was done while 
my wife was doing the Curtis cross-
ing, and the average speed through 
Chester was 42 mph. I have no idea 
if any other studies have been con-
ducted since that one. It is my hope 
that by reducing the speed limit on 
the east side that the average speed 
has dropped.

Along the same lines, Chester 
is not a quaint little village, off of 
the beaten path. I see Chester as the 
beaten path and a wide one at that. 
When Route 10 was widened to five 
lanes through Chester, it was as if we 
said, bring it on! Cars, trucks, dump 
trucks and tractor-trailers make up 

a lot of what travels through Ches-
ter, each and every day. Though the 
speed reduces, coming in from the 
west, from 55 mph to 45 mph to 35 
mph, the light in front of Fire Station 
1 is the first traffic signal and hence 
the first thing to significantly slow 
traffic. If we really wanted Chester 
to be a place where pedestrians and 
traffic could co-exist, then we needed 
to provide a bypass around Chester 
and significantly restrict truck traffic 
through Chester. 

Another thing that plays into this 
is the amount of traffic. We have a 
situation occurring where one vehicle 
could sit through four changes of a 
light in Chester before clearing an in-
tersection. This might not seem like 
anything, if you are from Alexandria, 
but we are not in Alexandria. When 
intersections are not cleared because 
the green signal is too short, a problem 
occurs. I know that these pedestrian 
crossing lights will work in conjunc-
tion with traffic lights, but this does 
not address the impatience of people 
because of the frustration caused by 
these short sequence lights.

The last thing that I noticed is at the 
intersection of Old Centralia and West 
Hundred Roads. The pedestrian cross-
ing light appears to be high, which will 
cause the pedestrian to have to look up, 
instead of forward only. This may not 
seem like much, but a short distance 
up could cause that which is happen-
ing right in front of a pedestrian to be 
missed. In other words, pedestrians 
with the right away, who get struck by 
a vehicle, are still going to the hospital. 
There are laws that protect pedestrians 
and police can probably enforce pedes-
trian crossing lights, but the coopera-
tion will have to exist between motor-
ists and pedestrians. It hasn’t thus far, 
so I end where I started, will it work? 
My hope is yes.       


